Germans beyond Germany
of honour would chop off his, hand rather than say the
opposite of what he thinks: indeed, moreover, rather
than not say what he thinks. If it is absolutely impossi-
ble for him to express it by a n y m e a n s, then he prefers
to retire and not write at all. In the case of newspapers
this is out of the question owing to the lucrative
newspaper business. They have to go on appearing-,
that is the nature of the business! Thus whatever our
governments since 1848 might do, the newspapers were
from the outset bound by their business to make any
compromise with the government, and to oppose it only
in such a way as the government itself still wanted or
permitted 1 That is the nature of the business! From
Ms, there originated since 1848 a series of the most
o ii t r a g e o u s compromises of our papers with the
government. Matters which were too sore points for the
government, were not touched upon at all; matters which
were touched upon, [were touched only as far as the
government cared to tolerate such touching. Indeed,
under the minister Hinkektey-Westfalen a sort of people
\who, thanks to their position, were to report to the
newspapers on which points and up to which limit the
government would tolerate opposition or not, were often
secretly kept by the Press. Oh, you will be astonished,
when the moment shall have corne to make all th<
disclosures which history will one day have to" recorc
.about this!
But even that is not enough!   The ^whole series o
these personal concessions which the journalists made tc
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